Upcoming Conferences

Update from the President
James P. Dunleavy
The Colorado Springs Conference was a great success and NCPJ would like to
thank all who attended. The NCPJ would also like to extend a special thanks to
the presenters as they devoted their time to educate us on a wide range of
probate matters. Likewise, I would personally like to thank all of those who
helped plan and coordinate the successful Colorado Springs Conference. We also
hope to see you at our Fall 2022 National Probate Conference. For more
info1mation about the upcoming NCPJ Conferences, please visit: www.ncpj.org.

2022 Fall Conference

2023 Spring Conference

November 15-18, 2022

May 9-12, 2023

The Henderson Hotel
Destin, FL

Loews Ventana Canyon Resort
Tucson, AZ

Conference Co-Chairs:
Timothy Grendell and Don Davis

Conference Co-Chairs:
Amy McCulloch and James Purnell

Curriculum Co-Chairs:
Brenda Hull Thompson and Heather Galvin

Curriculum Co-Chairs:
Timothy Grendell and Elizabeth Leith

Judge James Purnell and I attended the American Judges Association (AJA)
Conference in Philadelphia and discussed the possibility of a dual AJA-NCPJ
membership. Further discussion with AJA and our members as to such a dual membership are planned.
Multiple proposed amendments to the NCPJ Bylaws will be voted on at the Annual Business Meeting at
the 2022 Fall Conference, and we are seeking member feedback in advance of the meeting. The proposed
amended bylaws can be viewed starting on Page 9 of the document accessible here: https://
ncpj.files.wordpress.com/2022/05/ncpj-journal-spring-20221.pdf
Please contact any of the Board Members (email addresses are on the opposite page) with any feedback.
It has truly been an honor serving as NCPJ President, and I wish Judge Dianne Yamin much success as she
soon embarks in this role.

President-Elect
Dianne Yamin
Judge Dianne Yamin of the Danbury Probate Court in Danbury, CT has been a
Probate Judge since 1990 and a member of the National College of Probate Judges
since 1991. She has attended dozens of NCPJ conferences over the past three
decades and is excited to become President of NCPJ this upcoming fall at the
NCPJ conference in Destin, FL.
Judge Yamin states “There has not been a more momentous time for the Probate
Court Systems in this country, than now. There has been an alarming increase in
elder financial exploitation, social isolation and mental health issues since the
pandemic and the Probate Courts stand ready to assist our communities and address these critical issues.”
As President-Elect of NCPJ, Judge Yamin anticipates greater partnering with other sister organizations
such as the National Guardianship Association (NGA) and the American College of Trust and Estate
Counsel (ACTEC), among others, for projects and conferences. Judge Yamin, who has served over the
Membership Committee and led the State Representatives of NCPJ, anticipates an emphasis on increasing
NCPJ membership and on membership retention. She would like to foster a promotion of positive Probate
Press, to share the stories of the amazing and irreplaceable assistance our Courts render to our
communities. Please join her in celebrating our Probate Court Systems as she becomes our NCPJ
President in Destin, FL this fall.

National College of Probate Judges

300 Newport Avenue
Williamsburg, VA 23185
(800) 616-6165

NCPJ.org
ncpj@ncsc.org

Board Members
The NCPJ Executive Committee members
volunteer their time to provide leadership
for all aspects of the organization, including
conferences, publications, and membership.

Officers
Hon. James P. Dunleavy, President
Aroostook County Probate Court, ME
dunleavy@maine.rr.com
Hon. Brenda Hull Thompson, Immediate Past
President
The Probate Court, Dallas County, TX
brenda.hull.thompson@dallascounty.org
Hon. Dianne Yamin, President-Elect
Danbury Probate Court, Danbury, CT
JudgeDianne@aol.com
Hon. James T. Walther, Secretary Treasurer
Lorain County Probate Court, Elyria, OH
jwalther@loraincounty.us

Executive Committee Members
Hon. Don Davis
Mobile County Judge of Probate, Mobile, AL
don.davis@probate.mobilecountyal.gov
Hon. Timothy J. Grendell
Geauga County Probate Court, Chardon, OH
grendell@geaugacourts.org
Hon. Elizabeth Leith
Denver Probate Court, Denver, CO
elizabeth.leith@judicial.state.co.us

Hon. Amy McCulloch
Richland County Probate Court, Columbia, SC
mcculloch.amy@richlandcountysc.gov
Hon. O. James Purnell III
Ellington Probate District, Vernon, CT
jpurnell3@att.net
Hon. Heather Galvin
Beaufort County Probate Court, Beaufort, SC
hgalvin@bcgov.net

Welcome to Destin, FL!

Member News & Recognition

This fall, the NCPJ Conference is at The Henderson Hotel in Destin,
Florida, November 15-18, 2022. This conference is lined up with great
experts and practitioners who will provide educational sessions to assist
you in your courts.
We hope you will join us November 15-18, 2022, in Destin, FL, for
quality continuing legal education in an amazing venue.

In Memoriam
It is with heavy hearts to inform our members about the passing of Judge Daniel O’Grady and retired
Judge Raymond Eubanks. On behalf of the Officers, Executive Committee Members, and the entire
NCPJ community, we extend our condolences to the O’Grady and Eubanks family.

Our Conference and Curriculum Chairs have planned an extraordinary
event for you.

Judge O’Grady’s legal career spanned over 30 years in Northern Fairfield
County, Connecticut. Judge O’Grady received his law degree from
Quinnipiac University in 1985 and started a legal practice in Bethel,
Connecticut once he completed law school. Judge O’Grady then went on to
serve as probate judge for the Northern Fairfield County Probate Court for
25 years. His knowledge of probate law has helped of members of NCPJ
better understand changes and developments of probate.

Proposed Bylaws up for Vote
at Fall Conference
Hon. William W. Treat
(1924-2011)
At the Fall Conference each year, the
College presents the Treat Award for
Excellence to one individual who has
made a significant contribution to the
improvement of the law or judicial
administration in probate or related
fields,
which
contribution
is
of
outstanding merit The Treat Award for
Excellence was established by the
National College of Probate Judges
(“NCPJ”) in 1978 to recognize and
encourage achievements in the field of
probate law and related fields consistent
with the goals of the NCPJ.
The Treat Award for Excellence was
established by the National College of
Probate Judges (“NCPJ”) in 1978 in honor
of Hon. William W. Treat, founder and
President Emeritus of NCPJ. Judge Treat
was appointed probate judge in Stratham,
N.H., in 1958 and served until his
retirement in 1983. He founded NCPJ in
1968 and served as its first President. He
maintained a second residence in Naples,
FL, where he died on January 10, 2010.
Judge Treat was a renowned judge,
author, diplomat, professor, and banker.
He was a graduate of the University of
Maine and Harvard Graduate School of
Business Administration and received
honorary doctor of law degree s from the
University of Maine in 1992 and the
University of New Hampshire in 2001. In
1991 he received the Silver Shingle Award,
the highest alumni award presented by
the Law School of Boston University.

The NCPJ has proposed multiple amendments to the bylaws. These proposed
amendments will be voted on at the Annual Business Meeting at the 2022 Fall
Conference in Destin, Florida.
The proposed amended bylaws begin on Page 9 of the document accessible
here: https://ncpj.files.wordpress.com/2022/05/ncpj-journal-spring-20221.pdf
Your feedback on the proposed bylaws is requested in advance of
the NCPJ Fall Conference, by contacting any of the NCPJ Board
Members.

Articles of Interest
The COVID-19 pandemic has caused hardships on many and has created
ethical challenges for involuntary civil commitment. While inpatient
psychiatric treatment is critical for individuals with serious mental illnesses
(SMI), patients are at increased risk for exposure to COVID-19. Not only are
the patients more prevalent to chronic medical conditions, the medical
comorbidities of the patients are managed poorly. The pandemic also caused
the potential benefit of inpatient treatment to decline. Those who seek
treatment have transitioned into socially distant treatment. Virtual treatment
has created concerns of confidentiality of the treatment sessions.
COVID-19 presented a challenge with respect to civil commitment when
balancing the benefit of hospital treatment and the risk of transmitting the
disease. For more information about how COVID-19 affected the civil
commitment and ethical problems please visit: http://jaapl.org/content/
early/2020/10/01/JAAPL.200080-20.

Judge Daniel O’Grady

Judge O’Grady also served as the treasurer and attorney for the town of
Bethel, and was a members of the Newton Lions Club board of directors.
Also Judge O’Grady was an avid golfer.

Judge Eubanks was a prominent figure in the NCPJ and at the local level in
Spartanburg, South Carolina. At the local level Judge Eubanks pioneered drug and
alcohol treatment as it relates to probate proceedings. His instrumental work has
led to the creation and establishment of the Eubanks Peer-Support Living Room
near Spartanburg Medical Center. This center is a space where individuals can find
support and resources as it relates to behavioral health. Our members have
benefited greatly from what Judge Eubanks did at the local level in educating all of
us about probate, guardianships, and mental health.
Judge Eubanks has received multiple awards throughout his life, which include,
twice, the Distinguished Citizen by the Spartanburg County Bar Association, and
the T.R. Garrison Health Person of the Year by the Spartanburg Health Planning
Commission in 1995.

Judge (Ret.) Raymond Eubanks

Judge Eubanks received his law degree from the University of South Carolina in 1959. He practiced law in
Spartanburg, and served as probate judge in Spartanburg County, South Carolina from 1980 to 2005.

NCPJ recognizes and appreciates the charitable donation from Judge Eubanks to the
NCPJ.

Addressing the COVID-19 Pandemic in Populations With Serious Mental
Illness: https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapsychiatry/fullarticle/2764227
COVID-19 and Involuntary Hospitalisation: Navigating the Challenge:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7302774/pdf/main.pdf
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